
 

 

 

PROGRAMME:  
Introductory Level   Selected Topics Selected Topic Residentials Advanced Level   
 

Introductory Level: 

Core Training in Playback Theatre   
This training provides a thorough foundation in playback theatre (35 hours). 
As well as basic skills and performance forms, students will be learning principles, applications, and the 
history & geography of playback theatre. In the rich atmosphere and dynamics of the playback experience, 
there will be opportunities to try out the roles of conductor, musician as well as actor.  Throughout, 
students will be telling their own stories and transforming them into theatre in an atmosphere of fun and 
fellowship. The course is designed for newcomers and those wishing to have a consolidating review of the 
basics.  Once you have done Core Training, many other workshops are open to you.   
Scholarships are available for students & low-waged: please enquire.  
Prerequisite: None; all welcome. 
 

CT in Herefordshire with Davina Holmes    

 2010: October 1-4 (Four days/three nights residential)    Fees: £545 

 Friday 11am to Monday 4pm 
At  Poulstone Court, Kings Caple,  
Herefordshire HR1 4UA  
About the Venue: A spacious Victorian country house, Poulstone Court lies in lush rolling countryside midway between Hereford and 
Ross-on-Wye, and five minutes from the River Wye. Close to the Black Mountains, the Brecon Beacons, the Forest of Dean, Symonds Yat, 
the Malvern Hills and sites of historical interest, it is easily accessible via M4, M5 and A40, and easy reach by train from London & 
Birmingham. (fees are inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation & training)  

 

CT in London with Veronica Needa       
2011: January 14-16 & 21-23 (Double weekend non-residential)  Fees: £350 

 Fridays 6.30-9.30pm, Saturday/Sundays 10.30am-6pm 
At Camden Chinese Community Centre,  
9 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SN  
About the Venue: We will make ourselves at home within the heart of an active community space. The Camden CCC has taken custodial 
ownership of a characterful listed building near Russell Square, and a short walk from Kings Cross, St Pancras and Euston Stations. 
  

Selected Topic: 

Deeper Listening  with Kay Kay & Veronica Needa 

2010: October 1-4 (Four days/three nights residential)    Fees: £545 
Friday 11am to Monday 4pm 
At  Poulstone Court, Kings Caple, Herefordshire HR1 4UA  

Our Playback work demands keen listening, not just on stage with our Tellers, and between our fellow 
actors, but also during our regular practice and through the ups and downs of company life.  Kay Kay has 
developed a training programme LISTEN for a CHANGE © which enables us to gain insights into the ways in 
which we communicate, and listen to each to other.  We will take this opportunity to study this subject 
with her, and come to understand our own constructive and destructive patterns of listening. We will then 



 

 

apply our learning within the Playback context.  We will be 
coached on conducting – balancing listening with intervention; 
and coached on acting – weaving personal impulse with 
listening as an ensemble. Prerequisite: Core Training or equivalent  
About the Venue:  
A spacious Victorian country house, Poulstone Court lies in lush rolling countryside 
midway between Hereford and Ross-on-Wye, and five minutes from the River Wye.  
Close to the Black Mountains, the Brecon Beacons, the Forest of Dean, Symonds Yat, 
the Malvern Hills, it is easily accessible via M4, M5 and A40, and easy reach by train 
from London & Birmingham. (fees are inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation & 
training) 

 

Selected Topic: 

The Dramaturgy of Story with Fra Zeller   
2011: April 30-May 2 (Three days non-residential)    Fees: £275 

Saturday, Sunday & Monday 10am-6pm 
At Camden Chinese Community Centre,  
9 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SN  

The artistic portrayal of story is at the heart of our playback work. Using all 
of our theatrical creativity and imagination is the area of Playback training 
which Fra Zeller is most passionate about. She is our guest teacher from 
the German-speaking School of Playback Theatre this year. 
Within the simple frame of our Playback Theatre stage, we will explore the 
use of space, time, the actors’ body, imagination, collaboration, metaphor, 
objects, boxes, cloth to bring forth the essence of whatever story is offered 
to us by our Teller. Fra has had extensive training in a variety of theatrical 
traditions. She introduces the power of Noh Theatre into our practice, and draws from her sensitivity as a 
creative arts therapist, as well as from many years of performing playback in corporate contexts.  
Prerequisite: Core Training or equivalent  
About the Venue: We will make ourselves at home within the heart of an active community space. The Camden CCC has taken custodial ownership 
of a characterful listed building near Russell Square, and a short walk from Kings Cross, St Pancras and Euston Stations. 

 

Selected Topic: 

Shamanism & Playback Theatre      

with Howard & Elsa Malpas, Simon Floodgate & Veronica Needa 
 2011: June 1-5 (Five days/four nights residential)     Fees: £675 

 Wednesday 12noon to Sunday 4pm 
 At Earth Spirit, Dundon, Somerton, Somerset TA11 6PE 
As actors and conductors, Playback Theatre requires us to keep open to 
inspiration - from our team mates, as well as from somewhere deep inside us. 
The ritual of our practice creates a holding container which invites our audience 
into a place of co-creation. Many of us conceive the nature of our work as a 
manifestation of the transpersonal.  Lets explore this through the ancient 
tradition of shamanism.  These 5 days we will work with Howard & Elsa Malpas- 
teachers of the Shamanic Way – and experience ourselves as warriors of the 
heart. We will journey together in many different ways, and integrate Playback 
Theatre into this experience. We will take time to reflect on our personal 
process as well as on our playback practice.  
Prerequisite: Core Training or equivalent 
About the Venue: Just five miles from Glastonbury, on the edge of Compton Dundon village in Somerset, 
EarthSpirit lies within the ‘temenos’ (sacred enclosure) of Avalon. The centre is situated in a beautiful landscape next to two nature reserves; and 
just two minutes walk from St Andrew’s church, which has within its cemetery a yew tree over 1,700 years old. The seventeenth century farm 
buildings have been restored and specially converted for use as a venue. They are set within seven acres of fields and gardens.  
(fees are inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation & training) 
 



 

 

Selected Topic:  
Residential hours for Psychodrama trainees & experience of Psychodrama for Playbackers  

The Interplay Of Psychodrama & Playback Theatre 

A celebration of creativity and therapeutic depth  
with Anna Chesner & Veronica Needa      
 2011: July 29-August 2 (Five days/four nights residential)   Fees: £675 
  Friday 11am to Tue 5pm 

At the Claret Centre, Buckden Towers, High St, Buckden, St Neots, 
Cambridgeshire PE19 5TA  

This 5 day Residential provides an opportunity for Playbackers to have a deep experience of 
Psychodrama for personal work and to enrich our practice of Playback Theatre. For Psychodrama 
practitioners & trainees, this residential will be an excellent opportunity to explore the artistry and 
therapeutic impact of both modalities. We will have sessions each day of both methods, with 
evenings of processing, and discussions of theoretical & ethical considerations.  
Prerequisite: For Psychodramatists and Psychodrama trainees, with or without playback experience. Counts as 50 residential 
hours for BPA purposes. For Playbackers with or without psychodrama experience. Playbackers must have had some foundation 
training in playback theatre or at least 6 months experience with an active playback group.  Counts as 50 hours of Psychodrama 
towards the School of Playback Theatre prerequisites for Leadership Training.  
About the venue: see below. (fees are inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation & training) 

 
Advanced Level :    

Practice in Playback Theatre with Veronica Needa   
2011: Apr 17-26 (Ten days/nine nights residential)   Fees: £1145 

Sunday 3pm–Tuesday 1pm 
At the Claret Centre, Buckden Towers, High St, Buckden, St Neots, 
Cambridgeshire PE19 5TA  

This course enables a review of your practice, sharing 
and supplementing skills with colleagues from around 
the world; and deepening engagement with 
applications of our work in the world. For students 
involved in playback theatre on an ongoing basis and 
ready to commit to learning advanced skills, this 
course is the third level of study after Core Training 
and Selected Topics. During this Easter Intensive we 
will make time to rest as well as work & play! 
Students will learn how to fulfil self-chosen roles, use 
effective language, find the heart of the story as 
conductor, warm up an audience or group, and ways to deal with conflict and strong emotions. 
We will look at how difference (cultural, racial, economic) & context affects willingness to tell, and 
reflect on the scope of playback theatre in the world. Working and discovering together, you’ll 
build lasting supportive bonds with fellow-practitioners from several countries. 
Prerequisite: Core Training or equivalent, two Selected Topics, or at least three years experience with an active Playback Theatre 
group. Note: Practice participants will be asked to write a short reflective journal on an aspect of their playback work prior to 
coming on the course. Please apply listing your training and practical experience. 
About the venue: Buckden Towers is a complex of buildings, gardens, lake, and park, located in the village of Buckden, approximately 50 miles (80 
km) north of London between the market towns of Huntingdon and St. Neots.  Originally the home of the Bishops of Lincoln, the Claretian 
Missionaries since 1956 have painstakingly restored this place to welcome individuals and groups for a range of activities. We will make our home in 
the Main House during these 10 days of Practice, and enjoy the local entertainment during the Easter holidays. 
(fees are inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation & training) 



 

 

 

School of Playback Theatre  
(United Kingdom) 
 

Registration Form 
Questions? Just call +44 (0) 207 221 2694  

Introductory Level     
Selected Topic / Selected Topic Residential 
Advanced Level 

Download and fill in this form then email to  
ukplaybackschool@gmail.com 

or print and post to  SPT (UK), 4 St Andrews Square, London W11 1RH 
Enclosing CHEQUE payable to SPT (UK) 

You can also Pay by Bank Transfer: SPT (UK) 20-96-60 20245690 
International transfers:  

SPT (UK) at IBAN GB20 BARC 2096 6020 2456 90  &  SWIFTBIC BARCGB22)    

Date Course Place Trainer √ Fee Deposit 

2010    

Oct 1-4 * 
Fri 11am ς Mon 4pm 

Core Training 
Herefordshire 

Poulstone Court  
Herefordshire HR1 4UA 

Davina Holmes 

 
 £545 £200 

Oct 1-4 * 
Fri 11am ς Mon 4pm 

Deeper Listening Poulstone Court 
Herefordshire HR1 4UA 

Kay Kay & 
Veronica Needa 

 £545 £200 

2011 

Jan 14-16 
& 21-23  
Fri 6.30-9.30pm 
& Sat/Sun 10.30am-6pm 

Core Training 
London 

Camden CCC 
9 Tavistock Place 
London WC1H 9SN 

Veronica Needa   
£350  

 
£100 

Apr 17-26* 
Sun 3pm ς Tue 1pm 

Practice in 
Playback Theatre 

The Claret Centre, Buckden 
Towers, Buckden PE19 5TA 

Veronica Needa  £1145 £300 

Apr 30-May 2 
Sat-Mon 10am-6pm 

The Dramaturgy of 
Story 

Camden CCC 
9 Tavistock Place 
London WC1H 9SN 

Fra Zeller  £275 £100 

Jun 1-5* 
Wed 12noon ς Sun 4pm 

Shamanism & 
Playback Theatre 

Earth Spirit 
Dundon, Somerton 
Somerset TA11 6PE 

Howard & Elsa 
Malpas, Simon 
Floodgate & 
Veronica Needa 

 £675 £200 

Jul 29- Aug 2 * 
Fri 11am ς Tue 5pm 

The Interplay of 
Psychodrama & 
Playback Theatre 

The Claret Centre, Buckden 
Towers, Buckden PE19 5TA 
 

Anna Chesner & 
Veronica Needa 

  
£675 

 
£200 

* These courses are fully residential.  
For non-residential courses, we can suggest suitable accommodation if required 

                            TOTAL 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                            Please tick ã 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE, enclosed with this form 
 

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER: 

 Date: 
 

 

Name: 

Address: 
 
Tel:                                             Mob:                                                    Email: 

Playback Experience so far:  

 
 

Deposits are non-refundable: If you cancel more than 6 weeks before your workshop, the full deposit will be held towards future workshops; if less than six 
weeks, 50% of the deposit is held towards future workshops. If less than 5 days, full deposit is forfeited.  
Inclusiveness Policy: The School of Playback Theatre is committed to an enrolment policy that strives to give every interested student access to its 
resources, without regard to race, gender, age, sexual orientation, economic status, nationality or religion 
Sequence of Training:  Core training is a prerequisite for all other workshops. However, if you have been a member of an active playback company for six 
months or more, you are welcome to go straight into Selected Topic courses. Participation in two Selected Topic workshops is required before you take 
the Advanced-Level Playback Theatre Practice. Please call with any questions about prerequisites, exemptions, and for course recommendations +44 (0) 
207 221 2694 
Scholarship: Fee reduction is available according to need. Please contact us to discuss. Payment plans possible by arrangement. 
Travel & Transport: A comprehensive guide on how to get to the venues will be provided on enquiry - with information on road routes, nearest train 
stations, and airports. 

For those of you interested in undertaking the Leadership in Playback Theatre course with Jonathan Fox in 2012- and graduation from SPT - please email or 
phone to discuss eligibility through experience and accumulated training. The 10-day Practice in PT at Easter, and the Advanced Skills course in the SPT (NY, 

USA) Summer Programme ς www.playbackcentre.org - would qualify you to join the 3-week Leadership course. 

 


