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Shamanism  & Playback Theatre 
With  Howard & Elsa Malpas, Simon Floodgate & Veronica Needa     
 
2011: June 1-5 (Wednesday 12noon to Sunday 4pm) 
5 days (4 nights) residential at Earth Spirit, Dundon, Somerton, Somerset TA11 6PE 
This unique course is designed for those who have some experience of Shamanic practice, who wish to explore the 
performative aspects of Shamanism via Playback Theatre. It is also for experienced Playbackers wishing to enhance 
their own practice through a deepening of self via Shamanism. The Playback practitioner could also be regarded as 

a direct descendant of the Shaman – the first actor, dramatist, storyteller – using 
performance to serve the emotional, spiritual and physical health of their 
community. Newcomers to Playback Theatre will have an induction to basic 
principles. Newcomers to Shamanism will have an induction to Shamanic 
Journeying. And -  weaving together Shamanic practice with its performative 
elements - we will all be exploring Playback Theatre not only as a 21st Century 
Community Theatre but as a form of Spiritual Theatre. 
 
As actors and conductors, Playback Theatre requires us to keep open to 
inspiration – from our team mates, as well as from somewhere deep inside us. 
The ritual of our practice creates a holding container which invites our audience 
into a place of co-creation. Many of us conceive the nature of our work as a 

manifestation of the transpersonal. Let us explore this through the ancient tradition of Shamanism. During these 5 
days we will work with Howard and Elsa, teachers of the Shamanic Way and experience ourselves as warriors of 
the heart. We will journey together in many different ways, and integrate Playback Theatre into this experience - 
taking time to reflect on our personal process as well as our Playback practice. 
About the trainers:  

Howard and Elsa Malpas have been studying and practicing Shamanism since 1983 and during 
that time have realised that it is more a remembering, an ancient knowing, rather than a 
learning. They have been facilitating residential and non-residential Warrior in the Heart courses 
since 1994 and regard seeing the beautiful journey people are taking into themselves as a gift. 
www.shamanicwarrior.com  Having discovered a passion for living through Shamanism, they 
simply want to share what they know, and help others to empower themselves. Howard & Elsa 
are both UK Directors of the Society for Shamanic Practitioners. www.shamansociety.org  and 
Elsa is a Director of The Isle of Avalon Foundation, Glastonbury - an Educational Not for Profit 
Company dedicated to promoting Spiritual growth. www.isleofavalonfoundation.com 

Simon Floodgate is currently Programme Director of Theatre Arts, 
Education and Deaf Studies at Reading University, Simon has been a theatre professional for many years and is highly 

experienced in Theatre-in-Education work and Forum Theatre. A graduate of the School of Playback Theatre (NY, USA), 
he is a member of London Playback Theatre & Practitioner Member of the International Playback Theatre Network, as 

well as a Shamanic Practitioner with Howard & Elsa as his guides.  
Veronica Needa has been a playback practitioner since 1991. A graduate of the School of 

Playback Theatre (1995) and past President of the International Playback Theatre 
Network (1997-2003), she travels internationally sharing her passion and experience in 
Playback Theatre. She is Co-Artistic Director of True Heart Theatre, & Founder-Member 

of London Playback Theatre. www.trueheart.org.uk & www.londonplayback.co.uk  
 
About the venue: Just five miles from Glastonbury, on the edge of Compton Dundon 
village in Somerset, EarthSpirit lies within the ‘temenos’ (sacred enclosure) of Avalon. 
The centre is situated in a beautiful landscape next to two nature reserves; and just two 
minutes walk from St Andrew’s church, which has within its cemetery a yew tree over 
1,700 years old. The seventeenth century farm buildings have been restored and 
specially converted for use as a venue. They are set within seven acres of fields and gardens. 

 

Fees:   £675 (inclusive of all meals, shared accommodation and training) 
Email   UKplaybackschool@gmail.com 



 

Registration Form 
Questions? Just call +44 (0) 207 221 2694  

Introductory Level     
Selected Topic / Selected Topic Residential 
Advanced Level 

Download and fill in this form then email to  
ukplaybackschool@gmail.com 

or print and post to  SPT (UK), 4 St Andrews Square, London W11 1RH 
Enclosing CHEQUE payable to SPT (UK) 

You can also Pay by Bank Transfer: SPT (UK) 20-96-60 20245690 
International transfers:  

SPT (UK) at IBAN GB20 BARC 2096 6020 2456 90  &  SWIFTBIC BARCGB22)    

Date Course Place Trainer √ Fee Deposit 

2010    

Oct 1-4 * 
Fri 11am – Mon 4pm 

Core Training 
Herefordshire 

Poulstone Court  
Herefordshire HR1 4UA 

Davina Holmes 

 
 £545 £200 

Oct 1-4 * 
Fri 11am – Mon 4pm 

Deeper Listening Poulstone Court 
Herefordshire HR1 4UA 

Kay Kay & 
Veronica Needa 

 £545 £200 

2011 

Jan 14-16 
& 21-23  
Fri 6.30-9.30pm 
& Sat/Sun 10.30am-6pm 

Core Training 
London 

Camden CCC 
9 Tavistock Place 
London WC1H 9SN 

Veronica Needa   
£350  

 
£100 

Apr 17-26* 
Sun 3pm – Tue 1pm 

Practice in 
Playback Theatre 

The Claret Centre, Buckden 
Towers, Buckden PE19 5TA 

Veronica Needa  £1145 £300 

Apr 30-May 2 
Sat-Mon 10am-6pm 

The Dramaturgy of 
Story 

Camden CCC 
9 Tavistock Place 
London WC1H 9SN 

Fra Zeller  £275 £100 

Jun 1-5* 
Wed 12noon – Sun 4pm 

Shamanism & 
Playback Theatre 

Earth Spirit 
Dundon, Somerton 
Somerset TA11 6PE 

Howard & Elsa 
Malpas, Simon 
Floodgate & 
Veronica Needa 

 £675 £200 

Jul 29- Aug 2 * 
Fri 11am – Tue 5pm 

The Interplay of 
Psychodrama & 
Playback Theatre 

The Claret Centre, Buckden 
Towers, Buckden PE19 5TA 
 

Anna Chesner & 
Veronica Needa 

  
£675 

 
£200 

* These courses are fully residential.  
For non-residential courses, we can suggest suitable accommodation if required 

                            TOTAL 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                            Please tick √ 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE, enclosed with this form 
 

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER: 

 Date: 
 

 

Name: 

Address: 
 
Tel:                                             Mob:                                                    Email: 

Playback Experience so far:  

 
 

Deposits are non-refundable: If you cancel more than 6 weeks before your workshop, the full deposit will be held towards future workshops; if less than six 
weeks, 50% of the deposit is held towards future workshops. If less than 5 days, full deposit is forfeited.  
Inclusiveness Policy: The School of Playback Theatre is committed to an enrolment policy that strives to give every interested student access to its 
resources, without regard to race, gender, age, sexual orientation, economic status, nationality or religion 
Sequence of Training:  Core training is a prerequisite for all other workshops. However, if you have been a member of an active playback company for six 
months or more, you are welcome to go straight into Selected Topic courses. Participation in two Selected Topic workshops is required before you take 
the Advanced-Level Playback Theatre Practice. Please call with any questions about prerequisites, exemptions, and for course recommendations +44 (0) 
207 221 2694 
Scholarship: Fee reduction is available according to need. Please contact us to discuss. Payment plans possible by arrangement. 
Travel & Transport: A comprehensive guide on how to get to the venues will be provided on enquiry - with information on road routes, nearest train 
stations, and airports. 

For those of you interested in undertaking the Leadership in Playback Theatre course with Jonathan Fox in 2012 - and 
graduation from the School of Playback Theatre - please email or phone to discuss eligibility through experience and 

accumulated training. The 10-day Practice in SPT (UK) at Easter, and the Advanced Skills course in the SPT (NY, USA) Summer 
Programme – www.playbackcentre.org - would qualify you to join the 3-week Leadership course.   

ukplaybackschool@gmail.com 


